
• We publish the Queensland Journal of Labour 

History twice a year. 

• We host the annual Alex Macdonald lecture 

• We hold regular presentations, seminars, film 

screenings, walking tours, book launches 

2018 ALEX MACDONALD LECTURE 

Matt Peacock 

Journalist and author 

Unions, the media 

and the fight 

against asbestos 

Thursday 21 June, 5.30 for 6.00 
Level 2, QCU Building, 16 Peel St, Sth Brisbane 

The Alex Macdonald Lecture is the 
major event held by the BLHA each 
year. It is named in honour of the 
Left activist and former Secretary 
of the Queensland Trades and 
Labour Council ( 1952-69). 

Matt Peacock was a leading 

ABC journalist for over 40 

years. For many years he 

worked for the prime-time 

radio current affairs radio 

programs AM, The World 

Today and PM, specialising in 

politics, environment and 

science.  For seven years he 

also reported from outback 

Australia. 

The mining and widespread use of asbestos is 

one of the great crimes against workers, 

condemning thousands to suffer the debilitating 

and fatal lung disease, mesothelioma. 

As an ABC journalist, Matt Peacock led in 

publicising the dangers of asbestos, and in 

exposing the continued mining and use of the 

fibre long after its dangers were known. 

His exposes of the former Australian asbestos 

manufacturer, James Hardie, were brought 

together in a best-selling book, Killer Company 

(HarperCollins, 2009), and then a dramatic mini-

series Devil’s Dust.  



Name ...........................................................................................................  

Street address ............................................................................................  

Suburb/City ...........................................................  Postcode ................  

Phone .............................................   Mobile ............................................  

Email ............................................................................................................  

I would like to:  Join the BLHA  /  Renew my membership (cross out one) 

I enclose a cheque for $ ..................................  

      OR: I have made a direct deposit of $ ...................................  

Please pay to: BSB 064 000, Account 1000 5764, Name: Brisbane Labour History Association. 

For bank transfer reference, please put your name and BLHA MS. 

 

Signature .....................................................................................................  

Areas of interest, activity  ...........................................................................   

Please post to: Secretary, Brisbane Labour History Association, PO Box 5299, West End, 4101 

Join Brisbane labour history 

Your membership supports our activities. Members 

receive our journal twice a year, and have the right to vote at our AGM. 

Individuals waged: $25; unwaged: $10. Organisations: $100.  

(Small/poor organisations can apply for a concessional membership: $50) 

Membership runs from 1 July to 30 June annually. 

Keep in touch 

Website: http://www.labourhistory.org.au/branches/brisbane/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneLabourHistoryAssociation 

Secretary: Craig Buckley, 0418 197 205, Email: craig@amieuqld.asn.au 


