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Editorial

Janis

Bailey

Welcome to Number 2 of The
Queensland Journal of Labour His-
tory. The main articles are two
pieces by BLHA members Connie
Healy and Dale Lorna Jacobsen.

Connie’s article describes her
friendship with exiled Indonesian
activists living in Australia at the
time of ‘the Black Armada’, when
Australian unions led a ban against
Dutch shipping in a show of solidar-
ity with the struggle against coloni-
alism in Indonesia. She also de-
scribes the subsequent involvement
of her late husband, Mick Healy,
Queensland Trades and Labour
Council Secretary from 1943 to
1952, in ongoing links with SOBSI,
the All-Indonesian Trade Union
Federation, and other activists in the
country. This article illustrates sev-
eral important aspects of the role of
international union linkages, includ-
ing their dependence on both per-
sonal friendships and formal ties.

Dale’s article describes a period in
the life of her grandfather, Jack
O’Leary, in the 1920s, when he was
involved as an activist and then an
organiser in the Australian Railways
Union (ARU), as well as being a

branch officeholder in the Australian
Labor Party (ALP). The story of
one chapter in a long-standing feud
between the ALP and the ARU in
Queensland is woven into this arti-
cle.

Both pieces are built on personal
experience and research: Connie’s
direct experiences and her access to
private papers, and Dale’s inheri-
tance of an oral tradition from her
family that led her to the scholarly
task of researching the life of a
grandfather who had died long be-
fore she was born.

The editorial committee is grateful
for these beautifully written pieces.
They speak for themselves, and the
reader will enjoy them. The addi-
tion of photographs to both articles
is a great bonus.

Connie and Dale’s work underscores
the necessity for and importance of
this journal. Written history is often
a ‘top people’s’ history in which
other voices are not heard. Much
history simply gets passed down as
an oral tradition and eventually dies
out, or circulates in private docu-
ments amongst family members.



Both these avenues are very impor-
tant, but it is only publication that
provides a wider voice, and calls the
public’s attention to these significant
stories.

I thank all the contributors to this
issue, including book reviewers
Terry Burke, Dan O’Neill and John
McCollow for their analytical re-
ports, Ross Gwyther for his piece on
the recent BLHA one-day seminar
Workers or Slaves?, and BLHA
President Greg Mallory for the first
‘President’s Column’. Connie
Healy’s In Memoriam items cele-
brate the lives and achievements of
three important people:  Nancy
Wills, Jenny Prohaska and Clarrie
Beckingham.

When I lived in Western Australia,
from time to time I edited issues of
Papers in Labour History, the jour-
nal of the Perth branch of the Aus-
tralian Society for the Study of La-
bour History, begun in 1988 under
the editorship of Michael Hess and
still going strong. Due to the sup-
port of the ASSLH (Perth Branch),
the wonderful stream of contribu-
tions from members and others, and
the various editors over 18 years,
Papers now provides a vitally im-
portant collection of stories from the
state’s labour history that would not
exist otherwise. 1 dipped into back
copies recently when writing a piece
on ‘labour culture’ for the Historical
Encyclopaedia of Western Australia.
Papers was one of the most impor-
tant single sources of information on

the topic I was exploring.

This journal will emulate the efforts
of various branches of the ASSLH
which, like the Perth branch, have
launched into publication. As a
relative newcomer to Queensland, I
especially value the privilege of be-
ing asked to begin the journal, with
Helen Ester, and to edit its first two
numbers. It brings me into contact
with a range of people with whom it
is a joy to be associated — including
the BLHA Committee and the jour-
nal’s contributors.

This is your journal. Members of
the BLHA, and anyone else who has
contributed to and/or would like to
document the history of labour and
other social movements in Queen-
sland, are invited to contribute. We
are also looking for volunteers to
edit the journal.

One of my comrades in the Perth
Branch, Ric McCracken, uses a
wonderful phrase to describe WA’s
Papers: ‘history with attitude’. May
this journal carry on that proud tra-
dition.

* %k ok ok



President’s
Column

Greg Mallory

It is with great pleasure that I write
the first President’s column for The
Queensland Journal of Labour His-
tory, which I hope will become a
regular feature of our publication. I
would first of all like to acknowl-
edge the Editors of the first issue,
Janis Bailey and Helen Ester, and
the Publications Committee for the
work undertaken. The response to
our first edition has been over-
whelming with congratulations com-
ing from Rae Frances, the President
of the Australian Society for the
Study of Labour History (ASSLH),
as well as Terry Irving, former
President of ASSLH, and others. We
have had a number of interstate peo-
ple joining the Association, includ-
ing a number of organisations be-
coming institutional members, in-
cluding the Canberra Branch of
ASSLH, the CFMEU Mining and
Energy Division, Queensland, the
CEPU Plumbers Division, Queen-
sland, and the Queensland Teachers
Union.

Our conferences and seminars, to-
gether with our publications such as

the newsletter, The Queensland
Journal of Labour History and our
webpage all involve work behind
the scenes. I wish to thank our com-
mittee for doing the work that un-
derpins the success of our organisa-
tion, in particular our Secretary, Ted
Riethmuller.

Greetings From Around the
World

I bring back greetings from the UK
and the USA from like-minded or-
ganisations. From October to De-
cember | was fortunate enough to
visit the USA, Canada, England,
Ireland and Europe. It was mainly a
holiday, but I spoke at the North
American Labor History Conference
in Detroit, as well as the Industrial
Relations Department of Keele Uni-
versity in Staffordshire and Ruskin
College, Oxford. In my travels I also
met with the International Long-
shore and Warehouse Union
(ILWU) Local 10 in San Francisco,
participated in a party celebrating
100 years of the Industrial Workers
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Greg Mallory with a longshoreman, ILWU Local 10 Hall, San Francisco.

of the World (IWW) in Detroit,
spent a small amount of time on a
picket line in Vancouver, visited
Marx’s grave in London and met
some ex-Russian communists. At
one point [ was unable to get a ferry
out of Ireland due to the entire
workforce of ‘Irish Ferries’ being
‘sacked’ and replaced by what was
described as ‘cheap Eastern Euro-
pean labour’.

One of my intentions in travelling
was to promote my book Uncharted
Waters as well as the Brisbane La-
bour History Association (BLHA)

and The Queensland Journal of La-
bour History. I am pleased to report
that I presented our journal to the
ILWU Local 10 in San Francisco; to
the Labor and Working Class His-
tory Association (LAWCHA) in De-
troit, both the Illinois and Michigan
Labor History Societies, Reuthers
Library at Wayne State University
in Detroit, Keele University’s Indus-
trial Relations Department and
Ruskin College, Oxford. Each of
these institutions has an interesting
history.

The ILWU is a proud militant union,




founded by Australian Harry
Bridges in the 1930s, and still oper-
ates a union hire system. I was fortu-
nate to see it in operation very early
in the morning at the union hall of
Local 10, situated in the Fisher-
man’s Wharf Area of San Francisco.
LAWCHA is one of the sponsors of
the North American Labor History
conference and its aim is to promote
a wider understanding of working
class people, communities and or-
ganisations in the USA. Both Illinois
and Michigan Labor History Socie-
ties are local labour history groups,
somewhat like the BLHA, and pro-
mote labour history at the local
level. Reuthers Library, situated in
Wayne State University, Detroit, is
funded by the United Automobile
Workers (UAW) and is one of the
biggest labour archives in the USA.

In England I spoke at Keele Univer-
sity’s Industrial Relations Depart-
ment and at Ruskin College, Oxford.
Keele’s Industrial Relations Depart-
ment has a strong labour history ori-
entation. Ruskin College is an inde-
pendent college that provides educa-
tional opportunities for adults with
few or no qualifications. It is re-
garded as being one of the world’s
leading trade union colleges, run-
ning courses for trade unionists and
works closely with international
trade union organisations such as the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions in Brussels. It was
named after John Ruskin, nineteenth
century poet, artist, critic, social
revolutionary and conservationist.

Observations

I would like to present some brief
observations in relation to my ex-
periences with these different or-
ganisations and institutions. In pre-
senting seminars on my book Un-
charted Waters in the USA and Eng-
land, I felt that trade union con-
sciousness in relation to environ-
mental matters was fairly low, with
the exception of Ruskin College. It
reinforced my view that the NSW
Builders Labourers Federation was
truly unique in its Green Ban ac-
tions.

In relation to the industrial relations
debate in Australia, I feel it is im-
portant that we understand this de-
bate from an international perspec-
tive. In Vancouver I briefly joined a
picket line made up of telecommuni-
cations workers against the IT com-
pany, Telos. The issue was contract
negotiations (somewhat similar to
our enterprise bargaining agree-
ments) and some lay-offs of work-
ers. However, the picket captain
pointed out to me the ‘union-
busters’. It appears that as soon as a
picket is set up by a union, the com-
pany employs a ‘union-busting’ con-
sultant who photographs everyone
on the line. The union busters whom
I saw were young people operating
video equipment and they were pro-
tected behind a glass door by large
security men. However the picket
captain told me that the union-
busters’ main job was to obtain evi-
dence on unionists that could be
used against them in court. So at



various stages union busters go into
the picket line, start fights, get it
photographed and proceed to take
legal action against the unionists. He
also told me of instances of union-
ists being run off the road in their
cars by the union busters on their
way to a picket line. Is this the sort
of thing that the present Federal
Government has in store for Austra-
lian unions?

The second action regards the sack-
ing of an entire workforce by the
company Irish Ferries and its re-
placement by cheap East European
labour. When I asked English people
how the Irish and British govern-
ments could allow this situation to
occur without government interven-
tion, I was told that this was the
norm. Talk-back radio coverage

confirmed this. Whole industries in

b, a n ’
el | B~

Greg Mallory presents a copy of
the first issue of The Queensland
Journal of Labour History to tutor
Denis Gregory at Ruskin College,
Oxford.

Britain which have traditionally em-
ployed local workers now can sack
their entire workforce and replace
them with the ‘pool’ of East Euro-
pean labour who will work for the
lowest wage (which Marx described
as the ‘reserve army of labour’).
Once again is this what the Howard
government has in mind for Austra-
lian workers?

In summary, these overseas experi-
ences made me feel that in order to
understand what is happening in
Australian industrial relations, we
must attempt to understand the
situation in an international context.

BLHA Conference, Dinner
and Concert on the Labour
and Folk Movement

I would like to take this opportunity
to publicise the BLHA’s next major
event. In September the BLHA, in
conjunction with members of the
folk movement, will be holding a
conference, dinner and concert ex-
ploring the historical relationship
between the labour movement and
the folk movement. Interest has been
shown by long-time members of the
folk movement both in Queensland
and interstate. Work will begin on
planning this event in early March.
People who are interested in being
involved in this event should contact
the President or Dale Jacobsen.
(See Noticeboard item on p. 58 for
further details).
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In Memoriam

Nancy Wills

(Nance Macmillan) —
Working Class
Playwright:

1920 - 2005

The recent death of Nancy Wills
(also known as Nance Macmillan) is
a serious loss to progressive theatre
and working class cultural activities.
Born in 1920 in Perth, her interest in
the theatre dates back to the depres-
sion years in Melbourne when she
took dancing lessons and joined a
little theatre as an actress about
1939. She joined the Realist Writ-
ers’ Group in Melbourne and, in
1944, the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia.

She attended the World Peace Con-
ference in Paris in 1949 and met
Paul Robeson, the famous black
singer, who was an ardent cam-
paigner for workers’ rights, peace
and equality. This meeting provided
the inspiration for her play Land of
Morning Calm written in the follow-
ing year and presented in 1952 by
Brisbane New Theatre. She wrote a
number of plays with a major em-
phasis on peace and social justice,
including The Painter (1961), based

on the life of Aboriginal artist Albert
Namatjira, in which she raised the
issue of civil rights for Aborigines.
Her interest in writing the play, she
said, was prompted after reading
Namatjira’s passionate plea, his cry
from the heart, during his imprison-
ment: ‘Better they shoot us all, get
rid of us and save all this trouble if
we are not allowed to live like men’.

In 1962 Nance collaborated with
well-known poet and academic
Dorothy Hewett to write the Ballad
for Women. A one-act play, it cele-
brated the role of women in Austra-
lia. She also wrote a very successful
musical play Deep Bells Ring deal-
ing with the life and work of Paul
Robeson. Directed by well-known
playwright Errol O°’Neill, it pre-
miered in Brisbane in 1987 at the
Princess Theatre and toured Austra-
lia in commercial theatres.

Nancy and Geoft Wills’ home at
Lota was a working class cultural
centre. For at least 30 years local
writers, singers and musicians took
part in presenting poetry and play
readings to their neighbours and
friends and to the broader commu-
nity in Brisbane poetry and play
readings. In their spacious back
yard amongst the trees folk singers
sang ballads and classical music was
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played on Geoff’s handmade instru-
ments.

We say a sad farewell to Nance and
offer our sincere condolences to her
two children Rocky and Josie.

Jenny Prohaska -
A Life Well Spent:
1911 - 2005

Women activists, feminists and
peace lovers are saddened at the loss
of Jenny Prohaska, who died in July
this year after a long life devoted to
women’s rights and anti-war activi-
ties. Born in Paddington, Brisbane
in 1911, a year after her family mi-
grated to Australia from Scotland,
she was educated at Petrie Terrace
Girls and Infants Primary School
and later at Brisbane State High
School.

A keen athlete, Jenny demonstrated
ability in high jump, basketball and
swimming in which she particularly
excelled. After leaving school she
became an inaugural member of the
Lady Neptunes, the first women’s
lifesaving club based at the Gold
Coast, a membership she retained all
her life. In latter years, she demon-
strated more diverse skills. She
acted in progressive Street Arts
theatre productions at the Paint Fac-
tory on the south side. Her ability
was so impressive that Queensland
Theatre Company offered her a pro-
fessional job, which she regretfully
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declined because of its demanding
schedule.

During the Depression years, she
and her husband John whom she
married in 1931, endured great pov-
erty as they raised their three chil-
dren John, Isabel and Claire between
1932 and 1939. Her husband John
suffered ill health as a result of war
service in Borneo from 1939 to 1946
and died in 1949. His death, and the
loss of her brother in the First World
War, resulted in Jenny’s lifelong
commitment to the cause of world
peace. Jenny met her second hus-
band Edward Prohaska in 1965 at a
Trades Hall dance she had helped to
organise to raise money for war wid-
OWS.

Jenny is fondly remembered by sur-
viving members of the Union of
Australian Women (UAW) which
she joined in 1958. She helped in
their many campaigns to improve
the status of women, such as equal
pay and particularly affordable
childcare. Her commitment to the
latter had already been shown in the
1940°s in organising to establish a
childcare centre in Stones Corner to
make life easier for working women
with children during the war years.
She established the Women’s Abor-
tion Rights Coalition, which repre-
sented 20 women’s groups, which
lobbied the Queensland Government
to amend abortion laws to allow
women to have a choice. She
strongly supported the UAW’s op-
position to the war and against the



promotion of war toys for children.
She opposed the Vietnam War and
participated in several protest
marches. In 1991 she received the
OAM (Order of Australia) medal for
commitment to women’s rights and
work to promote peace.

To her surviving children Colin
Palmer and Claire Chen, her seven
grandchildren and 17 great grand-
children, we express our sincere
sympathy at her loss to her family
and also to the wider community.

Clarrie Beckingham
Honoured:
1905 - 1998

On Saturday, 13" August 2005 at 60
Glenvillan Place, Bridgeman
Downs, a northern suburb of Bris-
bane, part of the original land owned
by Clarrie Beckingham was offi-
cially named in his honour ‘The
Clarrie Beckingham Reserve’. The
function was organised by Carol
Cashman, Councillor for Bracken
Ridge Ward, and the Lord Mayor
officially named the Reserve. Clar-
rie’s son Ralph and his daughter Iris
were present. As Clarrie was well
known in his neighbourhood and
amongst his friends as a conserva-
tionist, it was fitting that this land
should commemorate his life.

Clarrie, who died in 1998, was born
in Ravenswood, North Queensland,
in 1905. He moved to Brisbane in

1924 and ran Brisbane Spare Parts
in Fortitude Valley. He bought the
Darien Street land (part of which
now forms the Reserve) in 1961,
running it as a dairy farm,
‘Fairview’, supplying the Cabool-
ture Butter Factory.

But Clarrie Beckingham was also
well known for his activities in sup-
port of the Australian Russian Soci-
ety. In September 1947, when he
was Queensland Secretary of the
Society, with his wife and two chil-
dren he conducted a film screening
tour of Queensland in 10 days, cov-
ering 3,000 miles. His audiences
included Italians, Aborigines, Chi-
nese and Malayans. Russian films
such as The Battle for Russia were
screened at Mackay, Bowen, Col-
linsville, Townsville, Ingham, Tully,
Innisfail, Gordonvale, Cairns and
Charters Towers with an average
attendance of more than 100 people.
He was also responsible for many
screenings of Soviet films in the
Brisbane City Hall on behalf of the
Society. His wife Dorothy, who had
lived in Paraguay as a child, shared
his interest in promoting peace,
friendship between nations and so-
cialist ideals.

Connie Healy

* sk sk ok
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From top left, clockwise: Workers or Slaves? Seminar speakers
Margaret Lee, Terri Butler, Humphrey McQueen, Stephane Lequeux and
Dick Williams.

Photos: Warrick Bailey
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SEMINAR REPORT

Can We Do Anything
Besides Watch?
Workers or Slaves?
BLHA IR Conference,
25 February 2006

Ross Gwyther

‘It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, ... it was the spring
of hope, it was the winter of de-
spair...’. Dickens’s dialectical in-
troduction to his tale of the French
Revolution has been oft-quoted, and
maybe over-quoted — but it kept
springing to mind during the recent
special BLHA conference on the
“New Industrial Relations Legisla-
tion and the Labour Movement”.

Amongst those involved in the la-
bour movement, there has been
widespread discussion of the new IR
laws over the past year, but now
there is a feeling or impatience that
we need to start ‘doing something
about it’. US labour activist Bill
Fletcher asked last year in a Monthly
Review article: ‘Can we do anything
besides watch?’.

The BLHA conference served as a
useful reminder that we need at least
three strings to our bow. Firstly, we
need an accurate, comprehensive
picture of what we are up against —
the facts about the existing reality.
We also need to have a broad
enough analysis of what this reality

means and where it fits in to the
overall assaults by capital — in other
words a strategic analysis based on
an historical and class perspective.
Thirdly, we need to work out the
details of our on-the-ground re-
sponses — the day-to-day tactics we
can employ.

In each of these areas the conference
made some headway.

Margaret Lee, an IR academic and
union activist from Griffith Univer-
sity, and labour lawyer Terri Butler
filled the morning session with a
thorough summary of the new legis-
lation and the strictures it places on
workers' organising capacity. The
session provided much of the essen-
tial detail which we need to be
aware of. One of the clear implica-
tions of their talks is that the ability
of workers to bargain collectively
through their unions will be
‘virtually destroyed’ by the new IR
laws — to paraphrase Peter Hendy of
the Australian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, this takes us
back to the ‘horse-and-buggy’ era
(except it’s the employers, not the
workers, who are responsible for
this regression).

Dick Williams, State Secretary of
the ETU, gave a comprehensive pic-
ture of how his union is fighting
back at the grass roots level. He
was also speaking as a representa-
tive of the QCU — it was encourag-
ing to see that the peak union body
in Queensland is willing to endorse
the study of labour history as an im-
portant part of the struggle. Griftith
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academic Stephane Le Queux pro-
vided an international perspective
from the experience of Europe,
where there is a resurgence of both
the ‘left of the left’, and of the fas-
cist right. He characterised the
struggle of dock workers in Europe,
who have recently been carrying out
a major struggle, as not industrial
action so much as industrial warfare.

Keynote speaker, historian and so-
cial activist Humphrey McQueen,
spoke on °If it is not fascism, then
what is it?°, masterfully combining
minute historical detail into a broad
sweep of history, society and eco-
nomics. He was pleased to see a
labour history society taking up the
challenge of talking about the pre-
sent and the future, since these are
intimately linked to the past. One of
his key points was that, rather than
discussing ‘fair wages’, the workers’
movement is at a stage in history
when it needs to take up the issue of
the inherent exploitation of labour
time in capitalism. He argued that
the state has an ongoing role in both
organising capital and disorganising
labour.

The afternoon session was devoted
to a panel discussion on the tactics
for the future struggle. Labor Sena-
tor Claire Moore pointed out that
Griftith IR professor, David Peetz,
has become infamous in parliamen-
tary debates since writing his oft-
quoted research papers into the new
laws and their impacts — although it
is his interest in song writing, rather
than the results of his research, that
have attracted the most attention
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from those unwilling to hear the
message.  David has previously
shown that, whilst individual con-
tracts do nothing to increase worker
productivity, they do increase busi-
ness profits, thus explaining the taste
which a section of the capitalist
class has for them. He talked of a
need to develop ‘sustainable IR
laws’, which will stand through a
variety of governments. Claire re-
minded people that the new Work-
Choices laws are intrinsically linked
to the new ‘Welfare to Work’ laws,
and that we need to struggle against
both of these laws. Finally, State
Labor politician Geoff Wilson gave
a positive story of hope to finish off
the day, regarding a forum on the
new laws held in his electorate. He
had expected 50 people and instead
200 very angry local community
members turned up. His message
was that there is much more that
needs to be done at a local level.

While the conference did not answer
all our questions, it did give us a few
extra things to think about. Indeed,
one of the final comments from the
floor was ‘Yes, but after all the talk
today, what can we do about these
laws?’. Humphrey McQueen’s reply
had some useful food for thought:
‘If we have a materialist conception
of history — as opposed to a police
conception of history — then we
can’t hope to lay down a blueprint
of what to do. That can only de-
velop as we go along in the strug-
gle!” The BLHA showed through
this conference that it is an impor-
tant part of that struggle.



Recollections of
‘The Black Armada’
in Brisbane

Connie Healy

Since Boxing Day 2004, the atten-
tion of all Australians has been fo-
cussed on countries in Asia, particu-
larly Indonesia, Sri Lanka and India.
These countries were the worst af-
fected by the devastating tsunami
which struck their coastlines and
other areas in the region such as
Thailand, the Maldives and the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands. Austra-
lians have been generous in their aid
to assist those who survived to help
rebuild their devastated countries
and their lives.

This is not the first time Australians
have come to the forefront in assist-
ing the Indonesian people. In the
1940s Australian trade unionists
were the first to respond to an ap-
peal from Indonesian trade unions.
This appeal was directed to the
‘democratic and peaceful peoples
everywhere, and “especially to the
working class™ in all countries of the
world, “to boycott all that is Dutch
in all harbours, stores, roadways and
other places throughout the world in
the event of the outbreak of warfare
in Indonesia™.! The boycott of
Dutch shipping in Australia, colour-
fully described by journalist Rupert
Lockwood as ‘the Black Armada’,
was instrumental in preventing the

return of Dutch shipping for the re-
occupation of the Indies and the re-
establishment of Dutch rule. It thus
made way for the foundation of the
Indonesian Republic. The embargo
began in Brisbane and held up 559
vessels.”

In the early 1940s, in suburban Bris-
bane, my family befriended some
Indonesians who had been brought
by the Dutch to Australia following
the invasion of Indonesia by the
Japanese. Some had already spent
many years in exile prior to their
move to Australia. They were to
play an important role in the strug-
gle against the reinstatement of
Dutch rule in Indonesia. This article
therefore tells a story of interna-
tional union links and solidarity that
was played out more than half a cen-
tury ago.

The War Years: Our Indo-
nesian Friends Prowito, Asir
and Slamet

Our family consisted of my mother,
my two sisters and their two small
children and myself. (Our husbands
were in the army in New Guinea, in
navy small craft around the islands
to the north and in the air force in
Britain). In the large, rambling
house on the top of the hill in a Bris-
bane suburb, we welcomed many
visitors during the war years. Our
many visitors included Australian
and American soldiers, sailors and
airmen, Chinese and Indonesians.
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Two Indonesians, Prowito and Asir,
with whom we became firm friends,
told us our household resembled
their own extended households in
Indonesia. They told us they felt
welcomed and at home. When we
met the family they were living in a
type of boarding house in New
Farm. A whole lot of Indonesians
were housed there in a building near
what was the old Brewery in Bruns-
wick Street. One of Prowito’s chil-
dren came top of the New Farm
School that they attended. On one
occasion, Prowito came to the door
when my sisters and I were at work.
He asked my mother if he could use
our sewing machine. He explained
that he wanted to make some pyja-
mas for his children. ‘Of course’,
she said, very surprised. It wasn’t
very common for Australian men to
do the household sewing! At this
time Prowito was employed by the
Dutch. Asir was employed on a
farm outside Brisbane but came to
visit by train in the weekends.
Prowito was a teacher, who had
been involved in the teachers’ strike
in 1926, part of an abortive uprising
against Dutch colonial rule. Prowito
often brought his wife and several
children with him on his many visits
and we had many talks about life as
it was in Indonesia when he left
there.

But what were the events which led
to the arrival of these Indonesians on
Australian shores? In history
classes at school we were told about
the ‘Spice Islands’ to our north

16

where the happy Indonesian people
lived under benevolent Dutch rule.
But in fact I discovered later that for
350 years Indonesians had lived as a
colonial country under the rule of
the Dutch. The Dutch used the
country’s rich resources not for the
benefit of the country or its people
but largely for European investors:
‘a rich country but her people were
kept poor’.?

In 1919 a central trade union organi-
sation was established in Indonesia
and a wave of strikes followed. The
PKI (Partai Komunis Indonesia) was
formed in 1920, and its influence
spread rapidly up to 1926-1927.
Following these strikes, some
13,000 arrests were made, and of
those arrested an unspecified num-
ber was shot and thousands were
sent to prison. Dutch autocratic law
specified that ‘those who can be
considered by the government to
disturb or have disturbed the public
peace and order will be “without any
legal proceedings™ exiled for an in-
definite time at a specially appointed
place.” Thirteen hundred were sent
into exile to Tanah Merah, a notori-
ous concentration camp at Boven
Digul, West Irian, then Dutch New
Guinea.’

In February 1942, Japan invaded the
Netherlands East Indies. On 8
March all organised Dutch resis-
tance ceased. On 10 March a nu-
cleus of the NEI administration was
evacuated to Australia. As a result,
in March 1942 the Australian gov-



ernment reluctantly became host to
the Netherlands East Indies Govern-
ment-in-Exile (formerly the Dutch
colonial government in Indonesia).
In Brisbane, their headquarters were
at Wacol Army Camp and their Air
Force at Amberley Air Force base.

Life in Tanah Merah

Prowito was part of the group that
had been exiled after the 1926 teach-
ers’ strike. He was ‘betrothed’ (as
he put it) at the time of his arrest and
was given the option of taking his
wife-to-be with him. She agreed,
and their seven children were born
in imprisonment.

During the long years of imprison-
ment in this strange land across the
seas far from their homeland, the
prisoners managed to carry out the
tasks of daily life. The place was
unhealthy, surrounded by mosquito-
infested swamps. Many prisoners
contracted malaria and other ill-
nesses; the jungle country was re-
puted to be inhabited by headhunt-
ing tribes, and the perils of the
crocodile infested Digul River were
a deterrent to any would-be escap-
ees. The Indonesians were com-
pletely isolated during their impris-
onment in Tanah Merah. They ob-
tained some information about the
world from any new prisoners who
might be brought there. Prowito
told us that until he reached Austra-
lia, he had no knowledge of the war
and he was shocked to learn of the

development of Nazism in Germany
and Japan.

A few prisoners did escape in 1929.
Prowito told us that he knew of the
escape and had heard of their re-
markable journey to Thursday Island
where they were handed back to the
Dutch for re-imprisonment.” Whilst
in Tanah Merah, Prowito continued
his teaching, and when we decided
to learn Malay, he again became a
teacher for a small group in our
home. I don’t think we were par-
ticularly good students!

Arrival in Australia

Prowito and his family remained in
Tanah Merah until June 1943 when
the Dutch Government-in-Exile
transferred the surviving 500 politi-
cal prisoners and their families to
Australia on the steamship Both.
The Indonesian political prisoners
arrived in Bowen, and then contin-
ued to Sydney where they were
eventually transported by train to
military prison camps. They were
held and guarded by Australian mili-
tary personnel. With great daring
and initiative, the prisoners made
their plight known to Australian rail
and waterside workers. They threw
notes to workers on the Bowen
wharf and from the train to rail
workers on the lines explaining their
presence and their predicament.

Prowito told me the harrowing story
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of the train journey in Australia with
his very sick child. He attempted,
with limited English, to get medical
attention from a train guard. I asked
him how he did this, and he said, ‘I
spoke to the guard and I told him
that my little boy had a “pine in his
billy’”. (He had obviously heard
some Australians speaking!) Under-
standing was eventually reached
with a sympathetic guard who gave
him assistance.

In December 1943, pressure was
exerted on the government, princi-
pally by Australian trade unions and
civil libertarian organisations, to
secure the release of Indonesian
prisoners and their families. Even-
tually, after his release, Prowito ac-
cepted service with the Dutch gov-
ernment in Australia, not only to
help the anti-Japanese war effort in
Australia, but he told us, to sabotage
Dutch re-occupation of his country.

Ban on Dutch Ships — the
Indonesian Independence
Committee

After the proclamation of the Indo-
nesian Republic on 1 September
1945, the Central Committee for
Indonesian Independence
(CENKIM) in Brisbane called on all
Indonesians in Australia to mutiny
and asked for Australian support for
the nationalist cause. So on the
weekend of 22-23 September 1945,
in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne,
Indonesian merchant seamen walked

18

off Dutch ships that were being
loaded with supplies for Dutch re-
occupation of the East Indies. The
walk-off marked the beginning of
the renowned Dutch shipping ban,
which held Dutch ships in Australia
for four long years.

Prowito and Slamet were to play a
significant role in Australia in the
Indonesian independence struggle.
They were the two members of the
Indonesian Independence Commit-
tee who accompanied Ted Englart
and Alby Graham (officials of the
Waterside Workers’ Federation
[WWEF]), Archie Nicol (an organiser
of the Building Workers Union) and
Mick Healy (Secretary of the Trades
and Labour Council [TLC]) when
they met with representatives of sea-
men on Dutch ships in Brisbane. At
this meeting tactics were finalised
for the seamen’s walk-off in support
of wage demands linked with de-
mands for non-interference by the
Dutch government with the newly
proclaimed republic.

The 500 Indonesian seamen who
walked off the ships were housed in
the top floor of Trades Hall (the
dance floor) for three weeks. Blan-
kets were provided from American
stores by Chinese working for the
Americans at Bulimba, and meals
were brought from Chinese restau-
rants. Many of the Chinese met at
the long table in the dining room at
our house on the hill and their leader
Albert was the only one, to my
knowledge, who spoke English.



They were delighted when my
mother and we three girls waited on
them with tea and cakes. On one
occasion Albert took us down to
their Bulimba camp where we were
surprised to see that the Chinese
seemed to run the camp!

Eventually complaints from Trades
Hall office staff and the Health De-
partment led to the removal of the
Indonesians by trade union officials,
who transported them to different
stations along the Ipswich line and
put them on the Ipswich bound train.
They then walked in to the Dutch
camp at Wacol in small groups, and
the Dutch authorities, taken by sur-
prise, were forced to accommodate
and feed them. Later the Dutch gov-
ernment asked the Australian gov-
ernment to accept responsibility for
them and they were then housed at a
CCC (Civil Constructional Corps,
often colloquially known as the
Civil Construction Corps) camp at
Chermside.

Mick and I were invited to a won-
derful dinner and concert organised
by the Indonesians at the Wacol
Army camp some time in 1945. Af-
ter dinner, there was singing and
dancing and an Indonesian play.
We went backstage after the play to
be introduced to the players. To my
surprise the very beautiful young
women in the play were our (male)
Indonesian friends! I learned that as
part of their traditions women were
not permitted to take part in public
displays of this nature and were rep-
resented by men dressed in women’s

costumes.

Prowito and Fellow Indone-
sians Return Home

Australian trade unions and the
Council for Civil Liberties had con-
tinually exerted pressure on the Fed-
eral government to repatriate the
striking seamen and other striking
Indonesians from the Dutch army
(including Tanah Merah deportees)
and had ensured that the Dutch gov-
ernment would grant them political
amnesty on their arrival in Indone-
sia. Prowito left Brisbane, along
with hundreds of other Indonesian
men, women and children and Aus-
tralian-born wives (about 800 in all)
on the steamship Manoora® in Feb-
ruary 1946. The HMAS Manoora
was an Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany coastal passenger ship con-
verted to a landing-craft carrier.
Mick Healy (who had come to know
many of the Indonesians well) and
other trade union officials went
down to where the ship was berthed
at a little-used wharf across the river
from Hamilton to see them off.

After leaving Brisbane, the ship
called at Mackay to take other Indo-
nesians aboard, most of them Tanah
Merah survivors for whom Mackay
had been a main centre. Mick also
went to Mackay to say farewell to
the 80 Indonesians who joined the
ship there. On arrival at Tanjong
Priok in Java, defying Dutch de-
mands that Indonesian repatriates be
handed over, the repatriated Indone-
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sians were escorted by Gurkhas, at
Australian Captain Cousin’s request,
to Republican territory about 60
miles from Batavia. Women and
children were escorted ashore later.”

For Prowito and his family it was a
sad homecoming. He had com-
plained of stomach problems for
some time whilst in Australia.
Sadly he died shortly after his arri-
val in Indonesia. He had spoken
proudly of his eldest son who had
studied in Melbourne to become an
aircraftsman. The young man also
died fighting in the Indonesian Air
Force against the Dutch. We heard
of their deaths in a letter from a fel-
low Indonesian who had been in
Australia. At least they reached the
shores of the land that they loved so
well. I do not know the fate of Asir,
a simple countryman, whose dream
was an Indonesia free from Dutch
rule.

Mick Healy and Ted Roach
attend SOBSI

In May 1946 the central organisa-
tion of the All-Indonesian Trade Un-
ions (SOBSI) invited Mick Healy
(still Secretary of the TLC) and Ted
Roach (still Assistant Secretary of
the WWF) to attend its first confer-
ence since the Republic was pro-
claimed. The conference was held
in Malang in Java and, according to
Mick, they received a tremendous
reception similar to those accorded
to other Australian visitors at the
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time. For example, Sir Richard
Kirby, who played a leading role in
mediation efforts, recalled that when
visiting Yogyakarta in July 1946
with Republican Prime Minister Su-
tan Sjahrir, ‘they were greeted by
cheering crowds who were shouting
“Australia, Australia” and shower-
ing them with flower petals.’'® Ted
and Mick went from Jakarta by train
to Malang with Indonesian trade
unionists and interpreters. About
600 to 800 delegates, including two
Dutch trade union representatives
from Holland, attended the confer-
ence. Most delegates came from
Java but oil workers from Borneo,
sugar and tobacco workers from Su-
matra were also present. A humor-
ous incident occurred on the train.
One of the Indonesians asked Mick
if he could come back to Australia
as his house-servant. Mick had great
difficulty in convincing him that he
didn’t have a house — just a flat —
and couldn’t afford a servant even if
he wanted one! Women workers,
including schoolteachers and cane
basket makers, also attended the
conference. They later took the
Australian delegates to a small fac-
tory, presenting them with little bas-
kets which Mick brought back for
our baby son.

Haryono, President of SOBSI,
chaired the Conference. He had
been in Tanah Merah and was an
expatriate from Australia."" He had
been in Mackay working in sugar
mills for a couple of years after his
release, then came to Brisbane to



work on communications for the
Dutch government-in-exile at Wa-
col, thus becoming aware of devel-
opments and future plans of the
Dutch government. He was promi-
nent in the leadership of the Indone-
sian Independence Committee and a
leading member of the illegal,
highly secret Indonesian Communist
Party, of which little was known by
anyone in Australia. He returned to
Indonesia with the Dutch, to Hollan-
dia in West Irian and then Java.'

After the Congress, Ted and Mick
were invited to have tea with Prime
Minister Hatta who had been in
Tanah Merah in earlier times.
Speaking in perfect English, he dis-
cussed with them the Australian po-
litical situation. They were also en-
tertained by Sarafudden, Minister
for Defence, and Sediadit, Minister
for Railways. The latter was a Com-
munist who, during the early part of
the war as a student at a Dutch Uni-
versity had participated in the resis-
tance movement against Hitler.
Both Sarafudden and Sediadit had
attended the SOBSI Congress and
were interested in developing rela-
tions with Australia. They recog-
nised the important role that Austra-
lian trade unionists could play in
assisting their country’s develop-
ment. They hoped that under the
influence of the trade unions the
Australian government would be
persuaded to recognise Indonesian
independence.”” With this in mind,
Haryono asked the Australian dele-
gates to advise Australian trade un-

ionists to continue the ban on Dutch
shipping. In a letter to Australian
trade unions he described the Aus-
tralian unions’ boycott of the Dutch
as ‘a deed of historic importance and
an example to the world’.'* Hary-
ono was later killed by the Sukarno
Government troops at Madiun in
1948 when the Left forces were
crushed.”

Slamet, the Indonesian In-
dependence Committee and
the Visit of Dr Oesman
Sastroamidjojo'®

Slamet, a member of the Indonesian
Independence Committee in Bris-
bane, has already been mentioned.
That committee worked closely with
the trade union movement here and |
had the opportunity to meet him as I
worked for some years in the WWF
in Brisbane. Slamet, like Prowito,
was a teacher who had been in
Tanah Merah. After my air force
husband was killed in a wartime
bombing raid over Belgium, I mar-
ried Mick Healy and we set up
house in Moorooka. Slamet often
visited us there for friendly discus-
sions.

On one occasion he accompanied Dr
Oesman Sastroamidjojo, of the Re-
public’s Foreign Ministry, the first
Indonesian Ambassador to Austra-
lia, when he visited us in our home
to discuss the Indonesian trust ac-
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count funds in which a considerable
sum of money had accrued. The
Indonesian seamen who were in
Brisbane were unable to take with
them the money they had earned in
Australia because of currency export
regulations. They left this money in
a Trust Fund in a Commonwealth
Bank account under the aegis of the
TLC with Harry Harvey, President,
Frank O’Brien, Treasurer and the
Secretary Mick Healy as the official
trustees. A sum of about £32,000

was accumulated in this fund and
the interest was paid to the account
of the Indonesian Independence
Committee (by agreement with all

depositors) to enable the work of
this committee to continue.

Dr Oesman was anxious to have
control of the funds transferred to
the Sukarno government and was
urging immediate action on these
lines. But Slamet and the Indone-
sian Independence Committee se-
cretly advised against this procedure
at the time. The money was finally
paid over, the last payment being
made in the 1950s, but not until
strict arrangements had been made
with the Commonwealth Bank and
the Indonesian government for its
final distribution. They took full

Mick Healy, then Queensland Trades and Labour Council Secretary, re-

ceiving presentations from Slamet (centre) and Bondan (right) as a token

of gratitude for the help given by Queensland trade unions to the cause of
Indonesian independence. (Molly, Bondan’s wife, in background).

Photo: Maritime Worker June/July 1969 and Connie Healy, personal collection.
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Mick Healy bids farewell to
Slamet at a function at Trades
Hall, Edward St, Brisbane, on 24
October 1947.

Photo: Connie Healy, personal
collection.

responsibility for the payment of the
remittances to their rightful owners
or, if deceased, to their relatives.

A Last Farewell

After the other Indonesians had left
Brisbane, Slamet and another Indo-
nesian named Bondan and Molly,
his Australian wife, stayed behind to
finalise matters. Bondan was also a
member of the Indonesian Independ-
ence Committee in Australia.

A farewell function was held in the
Trades Hall on 24 October 1947 and
Mick, as TLC Secretary, said good-

bye to Slamet and Bondan. They
left Brisbane shortly after by plane.
Two photos commemorate the fare-
well occasion."”

Slamet later became Chairman of a
District Committee of the Commu-
nist Party in Indonesia and then a
Member of Parliament. He wrote to
us once from Indonesia saying he
had married and had a small child.
It was Slamet who told us of
Prowito’s death. He appealed to us
for help with warm clothing for his
family and we sent a parcel to him.
He died later in the massacres which
followed the September 30 Move-
ment of 1965 in which it has been
estimated that from half to one mil-
lion people were murdered.'®

On my bookcase stands a stylised
wood carving of an Indonesian man
given to us by Slamet. It is a con-
stant reminder to me of our very fine
Indonesian friends. But sadly it also
recalls the terrible fate that many
great fighters for the freedom of
their country from Dutch colonial
rule later sustained at the hands of
their own people and the Suharto
regime which had ousted the Su-
karno Republican government.

Indonesian Republic
Recognised

Although Australia, the UK and the
US had given de facto recognition to
the Republic, the ban imposed on
Dutch shipping on 24 September
1945 was not lifted until 26 May
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Slamet’s wood carving, given to
Mick and Connie on his last visit
to them before he returned to
Indonesia in 1947.

1948. The decision to lift the ban
was made at an ACTU Conference
of Federal Transport and waterside
unions in Melbourne, which Mick
Healy attended. It was temporarily
reimposed but finally lifted by a de-
cision of the WWEF’s Federal Coun-
cil in November 1949." The sover-
eignty of the Indonesian Republican
government was only finally recog-
nised by the Dutch government in
The Hague on 27 December 1949,
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after protracted negotiations insti-
gated by the Australian government
on 30 July 1947 in the Security
Council of the United Nations.”

Whilst the bans were initiated by
Communist-led unions, there was
widespread sympathy and support
for the Indonesians throughout Aus-
tralia. Opposition leader Menzies
and the press denounced the boycott
and claimed that the union move-
ment was attempting to dictate for-
eign policy. The Worker newspaper
claimed that Communists were dis-
torting the situation to ‘suit their
revolutionary programme’. This atti-
tude was supported by an element in
the union movement itself, such as
the Bundaberg TLC. And under the
right-wing leadership of Secretary
C. G. Fallon, the Australian Work-
ers’ Union called for an enquiry into
funds raised for Indonesians in Aus-
tralia.”'

But these were minority views.
Many Australians remembered that,
as Japanese prisoners of war, they
had worked alongside Indonesian
forced labour, suffering the same
hardships.”?> In Australia, friend-
ships sprang up between Australians
and Indonesians in many small
towns. The story of Indonesian
friendship with Casino townspeople
has been told on ABC Radio. In
Mackay, Les Crofton, a retired offi-
cial of the Rail, Tram and Bus Un-
ion, whose father was a railway
worker, remembers as a child at-
tending many social gatherings
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Central Committee of Indonesian Independence Committee holding
banner of farewell to Australia, prior to their return to Indonesia in 1947.
Bondan and Slamet front row, far right.

Photo: Connie Healy, personal collection.

where Indonesians were present. A
function hosted by the Indonesians
who had provided what he described
as ‘sumptuous food’ led to the com-
ment by his mother Ivy that ‘they
must have deprived themselves to
have put on such a wonderful
spread’.” It has been said that ‘the
bans gained more public support
than any other communist political
initiative ever had’.**

The political influence of the Dutch
shipping bans, which had com-
menced in Brisbane, was far-

reaching. It resulted in actions of
international solidarity by trade un-
ionists worldwide. The American
Longshoremen’s Union (West
Coast), the New Zealand Federation
of Labour, the Canadian Longshore-
men’s Union and workers in more
than a dozen countries refused to
load Dutch ships or give them berth-
ing facilities. The old colonial order
that had operated in Indonesia was
successfully challenged. Combined
with the diplomacy of the major
powers, an Indonesian Republic was
finally established.
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Jack O’Leary.

Photo: Dale Lorna Jacobsen, personal collection.
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The ALP and the ARU:
How Personal Vendettas
can Bring Down a
Government

Dale Lorna Jacobsen'

Introduction

Jack O’Leary was an organiser for
the Australian Railways Union
(ARU) from 1925 to 1930; he was
also my grandfather. I never met
him - he was killed in 1936 when
my mother was just twelve - but |
am proud to say I inherited his
genes.

Jack arrived in Australia in 1911 a
confirmed unionist; his father was a
member of the National Amalga-
mated Labourers’ Union in Wales.
A reputation as a perpetual shop
steward followed Jack from the
coalmines of Wales and the mer-
chant navy to his new life as a navvy
on the Mary Valley Line out from
Gympie in south-east Queensland.

Upon arrival in Australia, Jack
joined the Queensland United Rail-
way Employees’ Association
(QUREA?), and then the Australian
Labor’ Party (ALP) (Queensland
Branch), whose socialistic beliefs
mirrored his own. In an industrial-
ised society that had forfeited the
tribal way of life, the Labor Party

had assumed the role of protector of
its people: the health and welfare of
the whole family mattered, not sim-
ply the productive capabilities of the
wage earner. Jack was elected Sec-
retary of the Annerley Branch of the
ALP in 1925.%

Some years ago, I decided to re-
search my grandfather’s union life.
At the Rail Tram and Bus Union
(RTBU) offices in Brisbane, thanks
to the generosity of then Secretary
Les Crofton, I pored over the dusty,
crumbling pages of the Union’s The
Advocate journals from 1921 to
1930, as well as State Council and
District Committee Minute Books. I
pieced together the saga of the long-
standing feud between the ALP and
the ARU in Queensland. Integral to
this story is my grandfather’s move
in 1926 from the Woolloongabba’
Goods Yards to Trades Hall, as an
organiser for the ARU.

The conflict between the party and
the Union grew as the ALP drifted
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from its socialist objectives to be-
come, in the opinion of journalist,
social commentator and rebel Ernie
Lane: ‘a service catspaw of capital-
ist finance and vested interests.”®
Winning elections became all-
important to the ALP. Consequently,
fearing the electors’ reaction to the
communist bogey being promul-
gated by the conservative press in
the wake of the Russian Revolution,
the Queensland Central Executive
(QCE) was keen to shed its socialist
image.

Much has been written of the con-
flict between the ALP and the ARU,
and I do not wish to go over old
ground. My intention is to marry the
family anecdotes to the official un-
ion and historical records from 1925
to the early 1930s and to present
them as they affected my grandfa-
ther.

1925: One Big Union (OBU)
and ‘The Pledge’

By 1925, O’Leary, through working
first on the Mary Valley Line in
south-east Queensland, then as a
shedman, labourer, wagonbuilder,
boilermaker and fitter in workshops
at Ipswich, Rockhampton, Warwick
and Woolloongabba’ had acquired
the general knowledge necessary to
represent fellow workers at enquir-
ies and Appeal Courts.® He was also
branch correspondent for The Advo-
cate, the monthly journal of the
ARU. Upon settling in Brisbane,
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O’Leary became a close friend of
George Rymer, President of the Un-
ion and editor of The Advocate, who
regularly visited the O’Leary house-
hold on a social basis; the conversa-
tion always turned to union busi-

1’ICSS.9

The ARU was widely acknowledged
to be among the most militant of the
industrial unions in the 1920s. Its
Executive spearheaded the move for
the formation of one big industrial
union (OBU). This umbrella union
would gather into one organisation
all workers in a given industry, irre-
spective of the tools with which they
worked, replacing the existing craft
unions that formed an organisation
around the workers’ tools of trade.'’
OBU advocates believed ’the
merger of existing unions into OBU
[would carry] sufficient weight and
cohesion to impose its will not only
on employers, but also on politicians
and industrial courts.” "'

This push for an all-grades industrial
union inflamed the animosity be-
tween Rymer and the Queensland
Premier, Edward G. Theodore.
Theodore sensed a threat to the exis-
tence of the Australian Workers Un-
ion (AWU), which planned to amal-
gamate small unions into a confed-
eration of semi-independent industry
groups that still retained their craft
characteristics. "

Taking advantage of a resolution
carried at the 1924 ALP Federal
Conference, Theodore and William



McCormack (Secretary for Public
Lands"), founders of the AWU in
Queensland, moved a motion at the
February meeting of the QCE that
the following pledge be drawn up
and circularised to all branches
within the state with the instruction
that all ALP members sign by 31
July 1925:"

I hereby pledge myself to the
Principles of the Australian La-
bor Party’s State, Federal, and

Local Government Platforms,
and to any alteration thereto
made by a duly constituted La-
bor Convention. I also pledge
myself to do everything in my
power to further the objects of
the Party as set forth in its Con-
stitution and General Rules.

I hereby declare that I am not a
member of a Communist Organi-
sation or Party, or of any politi-
cal party having objects and

THE MASTER'S WORK
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Speaking at the Annerley Branch of the A.L.P. recently, Premier McCormack is reported to have said
in raply to mention of the AR.U_, that: -

"The Government has nothing to fear from the A.R.U. now, as Hayes will fix them."

From The Advocate (1926), reproduced in Anne Smith, ‘Georger Rymer
and Labour Politics: 1917-1930°, unpublished honours thesis, James
Cook University, 1981.
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methods in any way opposed to
the Australian Labor Party."

Theodore, who had just won prese-
lection for the federal seat of Her-
bert, retired from the premiership,
which made way for his mate ‘Mac’
to take over the reins. However, the
plan backfired when McCormack
lost the leadership ballot by one vote
to William Gillies.

As Ernie Lane observed: ‘the notori-
ous anti-Communist pledge ... was
not designed to eliminate Commu-
nists from the Party ... but ... was a
very effective weapon to either drive
militants out of the Labour Party or
compel them to bow the knee to
Baal and restrain their ardour.”'

Angry at the directive from their
QCE, the Brisbane branch of the
ALP called a meeting on 1 April"”
and overwhelmingly voted for the
following motion:

That we refer the letter demand-
ing the expulsion of Communists
to the next state A.L.P. Conven-
tion. That in the interests of the
united working-class Front, as
laid down at the June 1922 Con-
gress of Trade Unions in Mel-
bourne, this branch takes no ac-
tion in expelling the Communists
as instructed by the Q.C.E."

O’Leary spoke for the motion at that
and subsequent meetings called by
the ALP and the QRU rank and
file."”
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QRU - South-eastern Dis-
trict

On 12 June 1925, as a result of the
amalgamation of the Brisbane and
Maryborough districts of the QRU,
the South-eastern District Commit-
tee (SEDC) held its inaugural meet-
ing in Trades Hall.*

O’Leary, Secretary of the South
Brisbane Sub-branch, was unani-
mously elected as their representa-
tive to stand on the committee. Just
over two weeks later, fulfilling an
agreement made in March 1922 at a
cost of 40,000 pounds, the Queen-
sland Government made the final
payment to Mungana Mines Ltd for
the purchase of Lady Jane and Gi-
rofla mines.?! These two events
were to impact heavily on the execu-
tives of the QRU and the ALP, and
on O’Leary.

In August, Joseph Silver Collings,
State Organiser of the ALP, counted
returns of signed pledges lodged by
Queensland state branches. Less
than a third had responded to the
directive, and three branches had
refused to comply. One, persuaded
by its Secretary O’Leary, was the
Annerley branch.

The 1925 Railway Strike

As far back as I can remember, my
mother has told the story of how,
when she was three years old, she
embarrassed my grandmother by



singing The Internationale at the top
of her lungs in a tram on the way to
a strike meeting at the Stadium in
Brisbane. This event illustrates the
nature of the O’Leary household:
firstly for a young wife and child to
be attending a strike meeting, and
secondly for a three-year-old to
know all the words of the ‘workers’
anthem’.

Mother remembers how, night after
night at dinner, her father thumped
the table saying: ‘We’ll bring the
men out!” And that is exactly what
happened at midnight on 27 August
1925. Four days later, 5,000 strikers
joined my mother at the Brisbane
Stadium to hear O’Leary, as a mem-
ber of the strike committee, define
the points at issue:

(1) To regain five shillings that
had been stripped from their
wages in 1922 by the Arbitration
Court, at the behest of Premier
Theodore.

(2) The right to hold stop-work
meetings.”

The pro-labour paper, The Daily
Standard, covered the strike each
day, publishing O’Leary’s address
in full. At this stage, the paper re-
ported favourably on the progress of
the direct action chosen by the strik-
ers, who were compelled to turn
their backs on the Arbitration Court
to achieve their goals. This favour-
able press was a far cry from the
attitude of the paper’s editor just one
year later.

O’Leary addressed strike meetings
at Wickham Terrace and at Roma
Street. He also struck up a friend-
ship with a kindred spirit, Fred
Paterson, who travelled throughout
Queensland encouraging the strik-
ers.

Politically, the Labor Party was em-
barrassed by the railway workers’
victory in the eight-day strike. By
October that year, McCormack had
replaced Gillies as Premier, and the
Arbitration Court was reconstituted
as a Board of Trade and Arbitration,
with two of the three appointees be-
ing Gillies and William Dunstan, the
former AWU Secretary.”

When O’Leary stood for preselec-
tion for the state seat of Logan* in
October, Joe Collings lodged an ob-
jection on the grounds that O’Leary
had succeeded in getting a branch of
the ALP to rebel against the QCE.
Collings wrote to the QCE stating:

He is an A.R.U. member and has
always been definitely Commu-
nist in his attitude ... I ask that he
be expelled when Annerley
Branch is being dealt with.”

The ARU in Queensland reached an
all-time peak in influence and mem-
bership (11,000) in the months fol-
lowing the strike. The Union di-
rectly affected the outcome of Theo-
dore’s bid for the seat of Herbert in
the November 1925 federal elections
by encouraging an informal vote
amongst its members. Theodore lost
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to Dr Lewis Nott (Nationalist) by
268 votes.”®

Ridding the ALP of the militant
ARU became a priority for McCor-
mack, who was heard to declare dur-
ing the lead up to the state elections:
‘Damn the elections, let us deal with
the Communists!**’

As previously stated, much has been
written about the ARU Executive’s
refusal to sign the anti-communist
pledge; hence, it will only be ad-
dressed in summary form here.

1926: J.W. Hayes and the
ARU Minutes

In my opinion, Jack W. Hayes, Sec-
retary/Organiser for the South-
eastern District of the ARU, was
used as a pawn in McCormack’s
game. Hayes had been a respected
union member for many years, and
the high regard in which the rank
and file held him, even after he al-
most succeeded in wrecking the Un-
ion, shows that even the most dedi-
cated men are open to corruption.

During the ARU State Council
meeting in January 1926, the signing
or otherwise of the anti-communist
pledge by delegates to the forthcom-
ing Labor-in-Politics Convention
was hotly debated. Not to sign
would disenfranchise 11,000 railway
workers, but to sign would compro-
mise the delegates’ principles. Ulti-
mately, the following resolution was
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put by Comrade McLary and
passed:*®

That the pledge be attached to
the credentials of all A.R.U.
delegates and that they sign un-
der protest, subject to ratification
or otherwise.

In his haste to post out the minutes
of the meeting before leaving for the
Southport Convention, Union State
Secretary Tim Moroney made an
unfortunate error in dictation, omit-
ting the all-important words ‘under
protest’. He and Union President
Rymer then set off for Southport
each armed with a pledge overtyped
with the statement:

The Q.C.E. has no authority un-
der the Rules of the A.L.P. (State
of Queensland) to demand this
pledge. It is therefore signed un-
der the protest of and on instruc-
tions of the State Council of the
ARU”

The credentials committee would
not accept their overtyped pledges
and the two delegates were barred
from attending the Convention.

Upon returning to Brisbane, Mo-
roney realised his error in dictation
of the minutes of the State Council
meeting and issued an amended ver-
sion. This was the opportunity the
reactive QCE of the ALP had been
waiting for.

Rather than query Moroney about



the altered minutes, Hayes, most
probably at the suggestion of the
ALP QCE, went to The Daily Stan-
dard. The Standard published an
article alleging that the two ARU
delegates had been instructed to sign
the pledge wunconditionally, and
when they had been expelled from
the Convention, had altered the min-
utes to justify their conduct.*

The charge of alteration of minutes
is a very serious one, and the rank
and file of the ARU were justifiably
angry when they read the article.
Then, in mid February, opposition
frontbencher for Sandgate, H.E.
Sizer, reported rumours about Labor
politicians being implicated in mal-
practice at Chillagoe. Without any
evidence upon which to base the
claim, Rymer headlined the Febru-
ary edition of The Advocate:
‘McCormack Must Go!’, implying
that the Premier had improperly in-
fluenced the government in the pur-
chase of the Mungana mines.”'

And so ensued a most vitriolic ex-
change between The Advocate and
The Daily Standard, now under the
editorship of Robertson, who

detested such outspoken critics
as Rymer, president of the Aus-
tralian Railways Union, Mo-
roney, secretary A.R.U ... [and]
shedding all his revolutionary
ideas, became the hater of mili-
tant trade unionism and a servile
sycophant to the Labour politi-
cians.

Watch Your Back!

It wasn’t until March that the full
extent of the conspiracy against the
ARU was revealed. Rymer asked the
union’s council to hear a statement
by partners of Swift Printers, Hard-
castle and Cook, who would give
‘evidence of attempted conspiracy
by a certain officer of this Union.””

Waller, manager of Lippincott &
Co., proprietors of the Mirror news-
paper, had approached Hardcastle
and Cook demanding they print an
article headed ‘Red Rymer’ on the
front page. According to Hardcastle,
Waller had said:

We must print this, as we will
get a big coup. We will have to
go and see McCormack on Fri-
day [with the galley proofs].
This means a lot of money to us
to have this article published, in
fact, it means 100 pounds a week
for a number of articles.

He said he had inside information
from a Mr Hayes re ARU matters.

In a few days the pot, heated by
daily reports in the newspapers,
boiled over. At the March State
Council meeting, Hayes was called
upon to show cause why he should
not be dismissed for misconduct in
making disclosures in the press
against the instructions of the
SEDC, and conspiracy. The State
Council considered he had forfeited
their confidence.*
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Hayes advertised in The Daily Stan-
dard for all rank and file of the ARU
to attend a special meeting at the
Stadium on Sunday 21 March. Three
hundred and fifty members attended,
and the position of secretary for the
South-eastern District was declared
‘black’ until such times as Hayes
was reinstated. O’Leary spoke
against the motion, trying to inform
the railwaymen that they were being
duped by Hayes, and that the Execu-
tive of their Union was worthy of
their support, but he was jeered from
the meeting.

An ARU man, Ted Foley, took on
the ‘black’ secretaryship for a
month, then Rymer convinced
O’Leary to take over until the situa-
tion was resolved at a special con-
ference to be held in July in Towns-
ville. And so my grandfather took
three months’ leave of absence from
the Woolloongabba Goods Yards
and moved into Trades Hall where
he would remain, after being offi-
cially elected to the position by the
rank and file, until 1930.

Hayes sent pamphlets to various
craft unions in Queensland with the
object of breaking the ARU.
O’Leary questioned who was fi-
nancing the 440 pounds required to
produce and distribute these leaf-
lets.”® Eventually Hayes gave up and
moved to the railways section of the
AWU,* taking with him those who
still questioned the actions of the
Executive of the ARU.
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The ARU disaffiliated with the
ALP, a split which

was not, as might first appear, an
instance of division over ideo-
logical issues, even though the
protagonists were ideologically
in conflict. It was, in fact, an in-
stance of cynical exploitation of
an ideological issue for narrow
sectional and personal advan-
tage, particularly on the part of
McCormack ... The result of
forcing the militants from the
Labor party was the creation of a
group of unionists, no longer
bound by ALP rules, intent on
over-throwing the McCormack
government.37

But if McCormack and Theodore
thought that ridding the Party of the
ARU meant their troubles were
over, they were sadly mistaken. In
late July the Lady Jane and Girofla
mines had to be abandoned through
lack of ore to supply the Chillagoe
Smelters; McCormack’s interest
(388 shares) was revealed, as was
the existence of faked balance sheets
that hid a loss to the government of
nearly 1,000,000 pounds at Chilla-
goe. The new Auditor-general, G.L.
Beal, was authorised to investigate
charges relating to Mungana and
Moore (Leader of the Opposition)
called for a Royal Commission to be
immediately held into the whole af-
fair.®® Rymer spread the word via
The Advocate.



1927: All Men are Born
Equal - But Some Descend
to Parliament™’

Theodore, in all probability using
the influence of John Wren, ‘the
sporting tycoon and dubious Labor
patron ... who employed his consid-
erable influence in the labour move-
ment against the left’,"" became the
member for the safe Sydney Labor
seat of Dalley. (It was to be declared
by a Royal Commissioner that the
sitting member had been enticed
with a bribe of several thousand
pounds to resign the seat in Theo-
dore’s favour*').

O’Leary’s 16-year dream of repre-
senting his fellow workers as a un-
ion official was finally realised.
Also, after much consideration, he
decided to remain Annerley Branch
Secretary of the ALP. He still felt he
could make a difference, and wanted
to know of any decisions from
within.

He wrote lengthy articles and letters
for The Advocate which was widely
read by all workers, not just railway-
men, ensuring the deeds of McCor-
mack remained in the workers’ con-
sciousness:

Again the workers of Queen-
sland tasted the fruits of disap-
pointment from a Labour (?) Pre-
mier with a middle class outlook,
when he prevented members of
the Building Trades Group from
receiving sustenance which they

enjoyed prior to the ‘Lock
Out’ [to determine a forty-hour
week] ...

They were advised ... to go and
scab on the members of their un-
ion. This they refused to do, and
their sustenance was stopped.*?

O’Leary also used the journal to re-
inforce his opinion of how McCor-
mack had used those of the working
class:

The workers took Mr. McCor-
mack from among themselves,
and placed him in Parliament.
He has since ridden on their
backs to opulence. When the
workers asked him for bread, he
gave them a stone. He will soon
be mixing with those who caused
his friend Theodore to sell out,
and in whose interest he
(McCormack) is now legislat-
ing ...

We of the working class will
ever remember Premier McCor-
mack, and the future history of
Queensland will show him as a
political trickster, egoist, and a
traitor to his class.®

As well as representing workers in
inquiries and appeals, O’Leary spent
weeks away from home conducting
gang-to-gang organising trips. He
travelled eight miles a day (mostly
on foot) to cover the 200 miles nec-
essary to establish personal contact
with each railway worker in every
railway station, refreshment room,
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navvy and fettler camp, goods yard,
running shed, shunting yard and rail-
way workshop in south-east Queen-
sland. He heard their grievances,
collected their union dues, and an-
swered their questions about the Un-
ion’s Executive. Slowly but surely
he gained their confidence and laid
to rest the dissension caused by
Hayes.44

However, due to these long ab-
sences, his family life and his health
began to suffer. On several occa-
sions he was forced to interrupt his
journeys because of bad doses of the
‘flu. Two years were to pass before
his suspicions were confirmed: he
had contracted tuberculosis, largely
as a result of spending 26 hours in
the icy waters of the English Chan-
nel when his transport ship Boravia
was torpedoed in 1917.%

The South Johnstone
Strike and Railway Lock-
out of 1927

After God had made the rattlesnake,
the toad and the vampire, he had
some awful substance left with
which he made a ‘Scab’. — Jack
London™

On 29 April 1927, when ownership
of the South Johnstone sugar mill
was transferred to the South Johns-
tone Sugar Milling Association Ltd
to facilitate the shift from state own-
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ership to co-operative agriculture,
the entire mill staff was paid off and
only 103 men re-employed. Mem-
bers of the AWU walked out, de-
manding preference for those who
had worked during the previous
milling season. On 5 July, an un-
known assailant fatally shot Jack
Hynes, a picket on duty at the mill.
No one was ever charged over his
shooting.

The strike snowballed when strikers
refused to return to work alongside
scab labour. Then, on 24 July, the
Innisfail Trades and Labour Council
declared the mill, its suppliers and
its sugar ‘black’. Reluctantly, the
ARU was drawn into the dispute
when railwaymen who refused to
haul ‘black’ sugar were suspended,
along with those who refused to take
their place.

When McCormack returned from
overseas on 23 August, he assessed
the situation and assumed personal
control of the Railway Department
on Monday 29 August, ignoring the
existence of the unions and dictating
directly to the railwaymen.

Preparing to settle old scores,
McCormack ordered the dismissal
of all ARU workers. However, as
the Railway Department did not
keep records of union membership,
he was unable to identify which
workers belonged to the ARU.
When it was pointed out that he
could not legally single out any par-
ticular union, he locked out the
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Jack O’Leary on his AJS motorbike.

Photo: Dale Lorna Jacobsen, personal collection.

entire railway service — all 18,874 of Once again Paterson lent his support
them.*’ to the railwaymen, encouraging
them to fight for their beliefs. He
travelled from Brisbane to Towns-
ville addressing strike meetings;
O’Leary travelled throughout his
South-eastern District doing like-

At 1.10 pm on 3 September, every
Queensland railway worker, from sta-
tion staff to the keepers of the manned
railway gates, received an urgent tele-

gram from the Commissioner for Rail- wIse.
ways: Finally, the court gave the AWU
(which had initiated the strike over
It is necessary to dispense with four months before) 24 hours in
the services of all employees and which to accept the terms offered or
this is an intimation to each em-  face deregistration. All workers
ployee that his or her services are  were reinstated without victimisa-
dispensed with as from noon on tion, although they were compelled
Saturday 3rd September 1927.* to work alongside scabs.
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McCormack, blinded by his hatred
of ARU officials, had been thwarted
in his attempt to isolate the Union.*
Rymer had a field day as editor of
The Advocate, reporting on
‘McCormack and his Scabinet
Henchmen’”” and ‘More about Mun-
gana: Definite Charges Made in Par-
liament.’

1928: The Depression Starts
to Bite

The effects of decline in the global
economy began to impact on the
ARU. Membership decreased, and
the Union was forced to close dis-
trict offices. District secretaries, now
relieved of routine office work, were
redesignated ‘organisers’ and, issued
with flat-tank AJS motorbikes bear-
ing a metal ARU badge on the mud-
guard, told to work on the road.”
O’Leary’s health deteriorated fur-
ther as he rode around south-east
Queensland fulfilling his role. But
life went on, and with the concen-
trated efforts of its organisers, mem-
bership in the ARU began to rise
again.

At the ‘annual guzzle’ on the Satur-
day night before Labour Day in
May, the usual speeches were made
and the usual toasts drunk. The sing-
ing of The Red Flag was led by
O’Leary, but ‘on this occasion the
Parliamentarians were not invited
and were absent.””?
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1929: End of the Road for
McCormack

On 17 May 1929, the McCormack
Government suffered an over-
whelming defeat at the polls.
O’Leary, his loyalties divided, had
campaigned hard for the candidate
from his Annerley Branch while at
the same time joining with Rymer in
keeping the Chillagoe-Mungana is-
sue in the pages of The Advocate.

The betrayal of the workers by a La-
bor Government in the 1927 strike
and lockout was still fresh in the
minds of the Queensland workers,
and the ALP lost 16 seats. McCor-
mack resigned leadership of the
Party and was succeeded by Forgan
Smith, who continued to frustrate
the ARU’s efforts to improve the lot
of its members.”

October was not a good month for
McCormack and Theodore. For the
first time, there emerged ‘strong sus-
picion of corrupt dealings in Mount
Isa shares, not only upon McCor-
mack but upon the mighty Theo-
dore, then deputy leader of the fed-
eral Labour party.”>*

Upon hearing court evidence from
the bankruptcy case of Fred Reid
(lessee from whom the government
purchased the Mungana mines in
1922) that McCormack in fact held a
half interest in Mungana Mines Ltd,
Premier Moore gave notice of inten-
tion of a Royal Commission to



investigate both the Mount Isa and
Mungana allegations.” McCormack
resigned his seat the following Feb-
ruary.

1930: The ARU Executive
Team Disbands

O God! That bread should be so
dear,

And flesh and blood so cheap. —
Thomas Hood>®

With the fall of the New York Stock
Exchange the previous October, the
ARU had to face reality. When Ry-
mer pointed out to the Union that it
could no longer finance its present
staff,’’ he did not anticipate being
one of those who would be re-
moved.

As editor of The Advocate, and
President of the Union, he carried
the twin responsibilities of, firstly,
ensuring any letters and articles pub-
lished would ‘not be detrimental to
the discipline of the Union’ and,
secondly, keeping ‘the paper free of
libellous publications’.”®

On a few occasions he had refused
to publish articles and letters sent by
the Central District Committee
(Rockhampton), who subsequently
hatched a plan to replace Rymer
with one of their number.”

Members of the Toowoomba Sub-
branch of the Union, reflecting sen-
timent across the rank and file, were
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so incensed at being robbed of
‘one of its greatest factors for

militancy’ and causing
‘severence of a splendid combi-
nation of State Officials

[diminishing] the fighting capac-
ity, and generally [weakening]
the character of the Union’, they
submitted a full page article in
The Advocate.”® They implied a
pact had been made between the
Central District Committee and
Comrade Guilfoyle (Warwick): if
Guilfoyle voted with them to
have Rymer removed, they
would back his claim for ex-
penses. Every motion that day
was carried 7-6, and Guilfoyle’s
expenses were passed for pay-
ment.

However, the Central District
Committee did not achieve its
goal. Seeing the writing on the
wall, Moroney took on the editor-
ship of The Advocate himself and
appointed Mick O’Brien (four
years chairman of the SEDC) as
honorary State President. Rymer
was now free to attend the Royal
Commission at the Land Court in
Brisbane. '

District organisers, including
O’Leary, were given three
months’ notice of termination of
agreement between themselves
and the Union, which was to be
divided into three districts.”
O’Leary was offered the choice
of standing for the position of
State Organiser,” but his health



was failing. Never a robust man, he
now weighed just over eight stone
and was sometimes hospitalised for
weeks. That August, his work for
the ARU came to an end.

McCormack and Theodore
Called to Account

In submitting his report to Cabinet
on 4 July 1930, Justice Campbell
concluded that, in the Royal Com-
mission into the Mungana Mines
affair:

‘Theodore, McCormack, God-
dard [general manager Chillagoe
Smelters] and Reid were guilty
of fraud and dishonesty in pro-
curing the State to purchase the
Mungana mines for 40,000
pounds’ and that the ‘moneys
shared between them as proceeds
of that transaction were fraudu-
lently obtained’, [and] that they
had ‘betrayed, for personal gain,
the trust reposed in them, and
[had] ... acted corruptly and dis-
honestly ...”.%

On 8 July Prime Minister Scullin
announced Theodore’s resignation
from his portfolio. Attempts to have
him reappointed early the following
year split the NSW Party, and the
left wing, led by Jack Lang, with-
drew from Caucus.

Civil proceedings against the four
named in Campbell’s report com-
menced on 22 July 1931. Evidence
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presented at the Royal Commission
was not permitted, and neither
McCormack nor Theodore entered
the witness box. A jury of four
found that none of the four were an-
swerable to the 25 charges made by
the Royal Commission. The defen-
dants celebrated with champagne.

Leaving the ALP

In 1931, an organisation in support
of Jack Lang’s plan to withhold in-
terest payments on British loans and
reduce interest on domestic loans,
was formed in Brisbane. The Labor
Party declared its opposition to this
organisation, and the QCE threat-
ened to dissolve branches supporting
Lang.65

In October O’Leary, who naturally
drifted towards Lang’s ideals, was
one of four executives who were
dismissed from their positions in the
ALP.%

That Theodore was expelled from
the ALP was little comfort to
O’Leary, but it was great comfort to
him when Theodore was defeated in
the December elections.

1935: The Fruits of His
Labour

By 1935 Theodore had begun build-
ing other empires: with Frank
Packer in newspapers and with John
Wren in gold mining in Fiji.%” In that



year Theodore applied to be read-
mitted to the ALP. A resolution was
carried 100 to 2 that he not be read-
mitted to the Party.

* * *

Postscript: The Murder of
Jack O’Leary

This story of my grandfather has a
tragic conclusion.

On 5 December 1936 he caught a
tram to the Anzac Club in Elizabeth
Street and, with a couple of mates,
listened to a broadcast of England
playing Australia at the ‘Gabba.

They crossed the road to the Grand
Central Hotel for a shandy on their
way home. Jack said he could only
have the one; he was expected home
to take his daughter Hazel (my
mother) to the pictures.

One of his mates went to the toilet in
the laneway, and was jumped by a
couple of youths. Jack went to in-
vestigate and one of the youths
yelled: “You keep out of this. It's got
nothing to do with you.”®®

One punch and Jack was dead. He
was just 48 years old.

Francis John Ryan was charged with
the murder of John Laurence
O'Leary, invalid pensioner, and be-
fore judge and jury, found guilty on
15 April 1937.% He was sentenced
to two years’ hard labour, but re-

leased at the end of nine months on
a bond of good behaviour, the con-
ditions of which were broken within
the year. No further action was
taken.

Of note is that during the dark days
of 1925, when Jack replaced Hayes
in the °‘black secretaryship’, the
daily papers carried stories of vic-
tims of brutal bashings being found
on the banks of the Brisbane River
and in dark alleyways between
shops in the centre of Brisbane. All
victims were supporters of the ARU
Executive in one form or another,
and it was common knowledge
amongst the unionists that out-of-
work men who hung around the
pubs were slipped a quid to do the
work.

I am not suggesting that Ryan was
paid to pick a fight with Jack. Jack’s
active involvement in the ARU and
the ALP was over by this time and,
although he still followed politics
and union activity with great inter-
est, he no longer posed a threat. Per-
haps it is simply a sad irony that he
met his death at the hands of one
who had, in all probability, received
payment for such actions in the past;
perhaps Jack was collateral damage
in another target. However, my fam-
ily has always questioned why Ryan
was treated so leniently.

* sk sk ok
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It is currently fashionable to see the
dominant competing ideologies in
industrial relations and the commu-
nity more generally, as a clash be-
tween ‘individualism’ and
‘collectivism’.
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In what will become a seminal work
on the topic, David Peetz in his new
work ‘Brave New Work-
place’ (Allen and Unwin) exposes
the truth behind the contemporary
rhetoric of the neo-conservative
forces and their claims to champion
the rights and needs of the individ-
ual.

The title of the book clearly alludes
to Aldous Huxley’s classic novel
and Peetz goes sharply to the es-
sence of the group think and narrow-
ing of discourse described in Hux-
ley’s world of monoculture and the
propagandist.

Peetz’s essential thesis is that the
modern corporation uses individual-
istic rhetoric as a deliberate strategy
to promote employee identification
with the ‘collective of the employer’
rather than the ‘collective of the em-
ployee’ in the form of unions. Itisa
challenging thesis written in an easy
to read style.

Corporations according to Peetz
don’t seek the end of collectivism
but rather a reorientation of work-
ers’ collective identity to the em-
ployer’s view of the world. The cor-
poration’s claim to promoting the
individual is nothing but semantics
in a battle of allegiance. ‘Collective
identity’ with the employer becomes
‘individualism’ with the individual
contract the weapon in this war of
interests.

Peetz analyses the current debate on



the ground in Australia to explore
key elements of this competition for
the hearts and minds of workers. In
a powerful critique he unpacks the
forces and trends which have seen
the demise of a central arbitral sys-
tem of industrial relations and its
substitution by the ideology of the
neo-conservatives under the cover of
the support of the individual’s right
to choose.

WorkChoices legislation clearly
adds sharp focus to the competing
claim on workers’ allegiances and as
Peetz points out employers are gen-
erally winning and power is flowing
to the employers.

Individual contracting and collective
bargaining are fundamentally about
the exercise of power — the ability to
influence an outcome and get what a
group wants.

Historically, Australian workers
have been able to access a concilia-
tion and arbitral system that re-
solved the overtly conflicting inter-
est of employers and employees.

It has always been the case that, for
some workers, their interests are
subverted because key issues of con-
cern to them are absent from deci-
sion making processes. The Work-
Choices legislation will mean that
this situation is likely to become the
norm with employers able to ignore
the interests of workers with an indi-
vidual contract in place.

Peetz points out, however, that there
is another power dynamic where
conflict is latent (present but not ac-
tive) because the interests of the
stronger prevail over the worker
who is conditioned to accept their
role. For some workers in this
power relationship the acceptance of
that role is because they cannot see
or imagine an alternative. For oth-
ers, it is the natural order of things
and may even be seen as divinely
ordained or seen as beneficial. Em-
ployees are essentially compliant
and in the hands of the employer
who professes to know ‘what is
good for employees’.

The actions of employers to create a
feeling of powerlessness in the
minds of employees have a sym-
bolic dimension to the overt action.
Employers determined to enforce
employee helplessness according to
Peetz undertake actions which send
workers a message that tells the em-
ployee that they are either part of the
organisation (inclusivist behaviour)
or not part of the organisation
(exclusivist behaviour).

The symbolism in the actions aims
to shape workers’ identity and spirit
so that they see themselves as be-
longing not to an employee focused
collective (i.e. their employee union)
but rather a corporation focused on
the collective of the employer — the
organisation.

Thus employers do not seek a work-
force and workplace characterised
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by diversity but a mono-culture
where all employees share the or-
ganisation’s vision and mimic be-
haviour which ensures their
‘inclusion” and avoids behaviour
which would result in ‘exclusion’.

Peetz gives some consideration to
the nature of the response unions
and their members must make to the
attack on their collective and the
exercise of power. These are useful
insights but not his greatest contri-
bution to the current debate on in-
dustrial relations.

Rather, in a well argued and insight-
ful discussion Peetz’s critical contri-
bution to those who want to rebuild
the employee collective (unions) is
to point out that the contest between
individualism and collectivism is a
phoney debate. The real debate is
about who has the power and the
rhetoric of ‘individualism’ and
‘choice’ is really a smokescreen.
The individualisation of employ-
ment relations through individual
contracts is a strategy designed to
increase the power of the already
powerful. In the absence of any in-
stitutional power to workers as Aus-
tralians once enjoyed, workers have
to build their own power through
their collective unions. That is the
challenge facing workers not only in
Australia.

David Peetz has written a book that
should be in the hands of all those
who believe in the dignity of labour
and believe in a world where work-
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ers have some power at work and a
say in those matters that affect them.
For those who are seeking to rebuild
a strong union movement there is
much insight in this book and it is
essential reading.

Terry Burke
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HOPE IN THE DARK

By Rebecca Solnit
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$22.95, paperback, 181 pp.

Rebecca Solnit has not written any-
thing like an academic or systematic
history of the recently recurrent phe-
nomenon of people power, the sort of
thing that got rid of the Marcos re-
gime in the Philippines. Although the
book is full of the sort of facts that
might be marshalled in chronological
sequence and then explained in histo-
riographical and sociological terms in
such a text, the approach here is a
more informal one. In an easy, read-
able style the writer presents herself
precisely as a writer, but also as a fre-
quent participant in and observer of
large rallies and marches. She refers
continually to a wide range of other
activists, some of whom are her
friends across the United States and in
other countries, quoting from their
writings and oral remarks and thus
cumulatively giving a sort of living
sense of the distinctively new feel and
political mood and the implicit atti-

tudes to political theory and strategy
of many of the contemporary groups
of activists in a number of social
movements.

It is not written principally as a re-
cord. It addresses the problem of
discouragement and frustration at
the apparent incapacity of so many
of the initiatives for change to bring
it about either quickly or on a big
scale or in a way that makes it hold
firm over time. It argues the case
for being hopeful even against the
perception that the status quo of
neo-liberalism and neo-conservatism
is so powerful and so supported by
supine mass media and apathetic
masses as to seem immovable.

The first section of the book is about
the nature of this hope. ‘Hope just
means another world might be pos-
sible, not promised, not guaranteed.
Hope calls for action; action is im-
possible without hope.” At the be-
ginning of his massive treatise on
hope, the German philosopher Ernst
Bloch wrote, ‘The work of this emo-
tion requires people who throw
themselves actively into what is be-
coming, to which they themselves
belong. To hope is to give ourselves
to the future, and that commitment
to the future is what makes the pre-
sent inhabitable.’

That last sentence is an important
indication of Solnit’s approach.
Living with hope and acting on that
hope is not just a functional require-
ment of an activism that puts human
happiness into abeyance in favour of
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a grim-faced accommodation to the
needs of a revolution which will
bring about a better life some time
in the future. It’s a world away
from that poem of Brecht’s which
asks for the understanding of those
born later and has the lines: “...Oh,
we/ Who wanted to prepare the
ground for friendliness/ Could not
ourselves be friendly.” Prefiguring
the changed world now by making
the means of change participate al-
ready in the end proposed — this is
seen as part of the new attitude to
activism shared by a lot of the activ-
ists in many movements. They
come after, well after, the long pe-
riod of ideologically based histori-
cist vanguardism, and they see his-
tory as a much trickier thing, with
many layers to it, moving with many
different speeds at different levels,
full of surprises, not amenable to
any simplistic account of cause and
effect, more like the weather than a
train-track, subject to long-term ten-
sions that may have remained under-
ground for a long term and that are
welcomed by no shrewd commenta-
tors apprised of the imminence of
their sudden surfacing.

Solnit stops well short of presenting
any theory of it all, but all through
the book there are passages with
metaphorical accounts like this:
‘Cause and effect assumes history
marches forward, but history is not
an army. It is a crab scuttling side-
ways, a drip of soft water wearing
away stone, an earthquake breaking
centuries of tension.” And later: ‘...
and the apocalypse is always easier
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to imagine than the strange circui-
tous routes to what actually comes
next.” Then again °...groundswells,
sea changes and alternatives, the
forms in which popular power most
often manifests itself.” Instead of
any end of the world we are told of
‘the strange sidelong paths of
change in a world without end.” Not
grasping this fact of the way history
actually is leads to some of the scle-
rosis of the intellectual and emo-
tional arteries from which certain
serious-faced activists can suffer.
‘They expect finality, definitiveness,
straightforward cause-and-effect
relationships, instant returns, and as
a result they specialize in disap-
pointment, which sinks in as bitter-
ness, cynicism, defeatism, knowing-
ness. They operate on the premise
that for every action there is an
equal and opposite and punctual re-
action and regard the lack of one as
failure.” Hence the discouragement
that would not occur so readily if
they saw a different reality and the
place of activism in it: ‘History is
made out of common dreams,
groundswells, turning points, water-
sheds — it’s a landscape more com-
plicated than commensurate cause
and effect ... .

In a sense each chapter starts the
book anew, each is a venture into
showing how hope has emerged in
this or that location on this or that
issue, but also how it all starts more
and more to connect, to illustrate
reciprocally, to build a new sense of
the world. The recent election re-
sults in a number of Latin American



countries are there, well buttressed
by supporting popular activism, as is
the inspiring predecessor of these,
the Zapatista movement that seems
to have produced a rebirth of genu-
ine rank and file consciousness.
(The author quotes radical historian
Elizabeth Martinez: ‘The Zapatistas
say they are not proposing to take
power but rather to contribute to a
vast movement that would return
power to civil society, using differ-
ent forms of struggle.”) The popular
movements that led to the collapse
of the Berlin Wall and then the col-
lapse of the whole Soviet bloc, the
huge protests at the WTO on No-
vember 30, 1999, and the even more
impressive sequel at the Cancun
ministerial in September 2003 of
which George Monbiot wrote that
‘the weak nations stood up to the
most powerful nations on earth and
were not broken. The lesson they
will bring home is that if this is pos-
sible, almost anything is.” So it goes
on as chapter after chapter relates
stories of famous or less famous
struggles, all of which are calculated
to show the hopeful emergence of a
possible new world.

Solnit sees it as a huge global social
justice movement and quotes
Charles Derber to call it the ‘third
wave’ coming after ‘the first wave
of 1960s-style activism and the sec-
ond wave of fragmented identity
politics.” Reflecting the huge vari-
ety of its constituencies and the
great variety of issues and view-
points, ‘it is basically antidoctrinal,
in contrast to both the first and sec-

b

ond waves.” Naomi Klein is quoted
to the effect that rather than lacking
any overall vision what global jus-
tice activists lack is an overarching
revolutionary philosophy.  Solnit
seems to want to appropriate to them
the description Klein makes of the
methods of the Zapatistas: ‘non-
hierarchical decision-making, de-
centralized organizing, and deep
community democracy.” Both writ-
ers approve of this.  For this
amounts to a vision relating means
to ends.

If I had more space I could go more
deeply into the detail of the accounts
which the book gives and debate the
adequacy of this activist-eye view of
the contending forces in the contem-
porary world, but given the present
complexity of the world and the
doubtful purchase on it of the sys-
tematic explanatory and action-
guiding theories that the nineteenth
bequeathed to the twentieth century
it seems more interesting and wiser
at the moment to pay closer atten-
tion to what those who are actually
doing something in this century with
their hearts in the right place are
saying as they do it. Here’s what
one of them is saying: ‘If there were
purist or puritan tendencies in earlier
waves of activism, this is gener-
ously, joyously impure, with the im-
purity that comes from mixing and
circulating and stirring things up.’
Let’s at least be glad that the world
still seems to be throwing up stir-
rers.

Dan O’Neill
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CLASS AND
STRUGGLE &

IN AUSTRALIA

These are two very different books
relating to wealth distribution in
Australia.

Rubinstein’s is a cross between a
reference book (he is Chair of His-
tory at the University of Aberyst-
wyth) and the league tables that are
a popular staple of the mass media
(e.g. ‘the 100 best films of all time’,
‘Brisbane’s 10 most desirable sub-
urbs’). For the more recently
wealthy, Rubinstein uses the BRW
annual ‘rich lists’ (methodology un-
explained) but his methodology is
primarily based on meticulous ex-
amination of colonial and state pro-
bate records. The size of the estate is
then expressed as a proportion of
GDP at the time, which provides the
basis calculating its ‘current value’
and this is used to rank the fortunes
of the rich.

Rubinstein’s approach, for which he



provides a spirited defence, creates
some interesting outcomes. For ex-
ample, 11 of the top 15 richest died
prior to 1850 and only two lived in
the twentieth century. Of the top
100, only 18 lived in the twentieth
century (and 13 of these were de-
ceased in its first two decades).
Rubinstein argues that this reflects
the greater capacity of the pre-
twentieth century rich to ‘amass a
fortune of staggering comparative
size’ (p. viil), to the extent that the
super rich of nineteenth century
Australia could ‘live in a way which
today only the Sultan of Brunei and
a few hundred powerful interna-
tional magnates and tycoons could
possibly imitate’ (p. vii). Interest-
ingly, Rubinstein notes that although
for the period 1940-70, income dis-
tribution constricted due to ‘very
high taxation, restrictions on capital
flows’ and other factors (p. wviii),
since 1980 there has been an expan-
sion of wealth inequality to the ex-
tent that ‘we see Australian fortunes
of comparative sizes that are as great
as those in the country’s distant
past’ (p. viii). All of this is accom-
panied by ‘little or no public hostil-
ity towards, or criticism of, today’s
multimillionaire tycoons’ (p. viii).

Rubinstein divides his rich list into
four eras (1788-1849, 1850-1899,
1900-1980, 1980- present). For each
era he provides an introductory
overview which identifies some use-
ful facts (e.g. on the incidence of
amongst the wealthy of ex-convicts
and the overwhelmingly pre-

dominance of wealthy Protestants
and of English and Scots). But not
all of the effects of Rubinstein’s
methodology yield information of
interest or use. Basing the rankings
on the value of deceased estates
yields some entries for people who
had little historical importance; for
example, Edward Terry (p.31)
whose only accomplishment was to
inherit his father’s wealth and then
die, or Dougall Macdougall (p. 26)
about whom little is known and who
may never have lived in Australia.

The All-Time Australian 200 Rich
List provides some useful informa-
tion for historians as a sort of
‘Australian Dictionary of Biography
of Rich People’ and is a written in
an accessible and entertaining style.
While there are some interesting and
suggestive titbits of information
scattered throughout, in the end the
book is severely constrained by its
nature as a list. Many interesting
themes are suggested but only tenta-
tively explored.

Class and Struggle in Australia, on
the other hand, is all about develop-
ing a theme — the nature and role of
class in Australia. It is obviously
intended as a primer for university
students who are unfamiliar with
class theory and it works very well
in this regard. All chapters include
lists of suggested further reading
and footnotes.

Various writers apply Marxist class
theory to topics such as racism,
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trade unionism, education, sexual
liberation and environmentalism. A
common complaint in reviews of
collected essays is a lack of overall
coherence. This is certainly not the
case here. Each contributor is insis-
tent on the primacy of economic re-
lations in constituting social rela-
tions and consciousness and of the
imperative of revolutionary change.
The purpose of the authors goes be-
yond simply providing an overview
of class theory; all describe them-
selves as political activists and they
clearly see their contributions to this
book as political interventions.

The book is easy to read and the ar-
guments presented are easy to fol-
low — a rare and laudable accom-
plishment amongst sociology/
economics texts. In the best chapters
(e.g. Bloodworth on ‘women, class
and oppression’, Bramble on ‘labour
movement leadership’, Griffiths on
‘racism’), the authors do a good job
of providing an accessible class-
based analysis of the issues and a
critique of alternative approaches.
These are worth reading even for
those already well familiar with
class analysis.

Over all, however, while the writers
do what they set out to do quite
well, T suspect that many readers
will share my dissatisfaction with
the orthodoxy of the Marxism that
informs the analysis. The book can
be contrasted in this regard, for ex-
ample, with Stanley Aronowitz’s
recent How Class Works (2003)
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which engages with a variety of
Marxist and non-Marxist writers to
develop what seems to me to be a
more nuanced class analysis.

Reference

Stanley Aronowitz, How Class Works:
Power and Social Movement, Yale Uni-
versity Press, New Haven, 2003.

John McCollow
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Noticeboard

EXHIBITION

TAKING TO THE STREETS:
TWO DECADES THAT CHANGED BRISBANE 1965 - 1985

7 April - 27 August 2006
Museum of Brisbane, City Hall

The exhibition will explore protest activities such as those against the Vietnam
war and the apartheid regime in South Africa, as well as events specific to Bris-
bane and Queensland such as the Right to March campaign and the struggle for
Aboriginal rights. The exhibition will present a myriad of such items as badges, t-
shirts, clothing, jewellery, banners, chants, songs, leaflets, newsletters, photos and
the moving image - and more.

Profiles of many of those involved in the protest activity will be seen and heard as
well as the voices and stories of activists in the years before which led up to this
explosive period. Members of the Brisbane Labour History Association will be
amongst those who tell of their personal involvement. Keep in touch with the
MoB for more information: http://www.sites.ourbrisbane.com/MoB/home.

CONFERENCES

WORKING TO LIVE:
HISTORIES OF THE 8 HOUR DAY AND WORKING LIFE

20 - 21 June 2006
University of Melbourne

Part of a series of events to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Melbourne
Stonemasons’ establishment of the ‘8 Hour System’, this is a joint initiative of the
Melbourne Branch of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History and
the Australian Centre at the University of Melbourne.

Abstracts of proposed papers are due by 31 January 2006 and full papers (5,000
word maximum) by 20 May 2006. Proposals and papers to Peter Love at
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pjlove@infoxchange.net.au. Further information available on the ASSLH
website.

This conference will be followed by the ‘New Standards for the New Times’
conference on 22-23 June at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. This
conference explores contemporary work-life issues; contact Iain Campbell
(iain.campbell@rmit.edu.au) or Cathy Brigden (cathy.brigden@rmit.edu.au)
for further details.

OUR WORK ... OUR LIVES:
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN AND
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

12 — 14 July 2006
Brisbane

A two and a half day conference that puts the spotlight on women, gender and
work. Designed to contribute to public debate about the new Work Choices
legislation, as well as to highlight issues about gender and work more widely,
this conference will incorporate a range of plenaries with high profile speak-
ers, plus parallel sessions of papers, forums and workshops to which unionists
and other social change activists can contribute. The major venue is Rydges
Hotel, South Bank. Co-sponsored by the Queensland Working Women’s Ser-
vice and Griffith University’s Department of Industrial Relations, this is a
conference not to be missed. Speakers include renowned Australian re-
searcher Professor Barbara Pocock.

If you wish to submit a paper or workshops proposal on any aspect of gender,
women, work and/or welfare, a 200-word summary and a 50-word biography
must be submitted to the Conference’s organisers, Portmann Events, by 13
April (closing date extended from 31 March). All details (including cost, reg-
istration form, and how to submit a proposal) are on the conference website:
http://www.qwws.org.au.

LABOUR MOVEMENT AND FOLK MOVEMENT:
BLHA CONFERENCE/DINNER/CONCERT

23 September 2006
Brisbane

The Brisbane Labour History Association is holding a Conference/Dinner/
Concert on Saturday 23 September. This event will explore the historical rela-
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tionship between the labour movement and the folk movement in Australia
with a particular emphasis on Queensland. A committee is in the process of
planning the event

Mark Gregory from the Blue Mountains Union Council and archivist of trade
union/labour songs and Bob and Margaret Fagan have indicated that they will
attend. The Fagans will discuss and sing songs from the Sydney Realists
movement. Dale Jacobsen and Doug Eaton are organising a Queensland com-
ponent which will include a session on John Manifold.

The date of the event has been chosen so that people will also have the oppor-
tunity to attend a conference on the following Monday 25 September, on in-
dustrial relations and popular culture (see below). For more information con-
tact the President, Greg Mallory, on gmallory@vtown.com.au or Dale
Jacobsen on srmusic(@ozemail.com.au.

WORK, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND POPULAR
CULTURE CONFERENCE

25 September 2006
Brisbane

Dr Keith Townsend (Work and Industry Futures, QUT) and Professor David
Peetz (Department of Industrial Relations, Griffith University) are convening
a one-day conference that explores Work, Industrial Relations and Popular
Culture. Papers must be submitted in August.

Sub-themes for the conference include:
- Policy, Influence and Modern Media
- Which is Reality, Work or TV?
- Popular Music: Is it the End of the Working Class Man?
- Working in the Movies: What do we See?
- Popular Culture as a Teaching Tool
- Linkages between Popular Culture and Labour Culture in History

Papers are however not limited to the above sub-themes. The organisers wel-
come contributions that explore any aspect of the way in which popular cul-
ture is used by unions, management or policy makers or, alternatively, how
work and industrial relations is represented within popular culture.

Questions about papers or the conference should be directed to Keith Town-
send at k.townsend@qut.edu.au.
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SUBSCRIBE TO LABOUR HISTORY -

THE NATIONAL JOURNAL OF THE
ASSLH

Labour History (ISSN: 0023 6942) is an internationally
recognised journal and part of the prestigious History Co-
operative of the University of Illinois. It is published
twice a year, in November and May, by the Australian
Society for the Study of Labour History — a non-profit
organisation to which the Brisbane Labour History Association is affiliated.

Members of the BLHA who are not already receiving Labour History are en-
couraged to subscribe — the full rate for individuals is $50.00 (concession rate
for students/unwaged is $35.00). Rates are kept relatively low as ASSLH is a
non-profit organisation. New subscribers to Labour History receive the current
year’s journals and a free back issue of their choice.

The support of the journal by individual subscribers makes it possible for La-
bour History to continue to promote and publish labour history research in
Australia and beyond. Please send for the Guidelines if you are interested in
contributing to the journal.

The May 2006 issue of Labour History will contain articles on various indus-
tries: steel, stovemakers, manufacturing, shearing (the wide comb dispute);
articles dealing with the big picture — the great strike of 1917 in Victoria and
also the plight of an individual as exemplified in a farmhand’s claim for wages
in 1929 when they had to ‘prove first you’re a male’; articles dealing with
public policy making, Labor and the Vietnam War, and a comparative look at
the Australian and British Labor parties. A new feature in the journal will
highlight historical perspectives of current affairs — sedition and IR legislation
being considered in the forthcoming issue. Book reviews, research reports,
conference reports and obituaries add to the mix.

You can subscribe from the secure website — www.asslh.org.au; or by faxing
your credit card details to (02) 9371 4729; or by posting a cheque made out to
Labour History or credit card details to: Labour History, Economics & Busi-
ness Building H69, University of Sydney NSW 2006

Enquiries: Tel: 02 9351 3786 Fax: 02 9351 4729
Email: Margaret Walters at m.walters@econ.usyd.edu.au

Contents, abstracts and prices of back issues are available at the web site
www.asslh.org.au or on application to m.walters@econ.usyd.edu.au
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The Brisbane Labour History Association

The Brisbane Labour History Association was formed in 1990 to encourage
and promote the study, teaching, research and publication of labour history and
the preservation of labour archives. There are no limits on the study of labour
history and the diverse membership reflects many different areas of concern.

The Association is affiliated with the Australian Society for the Study of La-
bour History. The Association organises seminars, lectures, meetings, confer-
ences and publications on themes of labour history. Membership is open to all
individuals and organisations who subscribe to the Association’s objectives.

Editorial Policy

The Queensland Journal of Labour History is a journal of labour and social
history with a particular emphasis on Queensland history. The history of la-
bour, the classic social movement, is central to our concerns, as are the histo-
ries of newer social movements. This journal is committed to the view that his-
tory has a social purpose. It publishes articles which, in lan Turner’s words,
engage our sympathies, affect present circumstances and suggest answers to
present problems. In the words of the Association’s slogan, ‘The Past is Al-
ways with Us’. Material published herein does not necessarily reflect the
views of the Association or the Editors. The Journal’s Editorial Board is the
Committee of the BLHA, chaired by the President.

Notes for Contributors

The Journal is published in March and September. Articles of up to 4000
words may be accepted; shorter contributions are encouraged. First person
accounts of labour history are particularly welcome. Reports on exhibitions,
seminars and research projects are sought, as are book reviews and photo
essays. Obtain a copy of the Editorial Guidelines before submission.

Contributions should be made in hard copy to the Society’s post office box and
(if possible) digital format via email, to the Secretary’s email address (see in-
side front cover). Hard copies should be typed, double-spaced, on single-sided
A4 bond paper, with a margin of at least 3 cm. Please number the pages. Two
(2) copies of each manuscript are required. Please ensure all contact details are
given, including phone numbers and an email address.

Please advise if you have ideas for graphics (photographs, maps, drawings,
cartoons, etc) that might accompany your article if accepted for publication.
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